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INTRODUCTION by Pauline Derige

Most Indonesian annals tells the tale of the country 

and its people, with over three hundred ethnic tribes 

scattered all over the archipelago— from the time 

they worshipped their env ironment, traded with 

peoples of other lands, embraced cultures such as 

that of the Chinese, Indians, Arabs, Europeans, their 

traditions, their way of life, etc. The storytelling lives 

on as Indonesian artists of today continue to create 

contemporary art that are refl ective of Indonesia’s 

current social, political and economic structures, 

refl ecting the country’s diverse, yet almost natural 

approach in visual art

It is observed, as with many Southeast Asian Art 

today, there is a great tumble of works available in 

the market today. The raucous voice of young art has 

become somewhat undecipherable, what with the 

multitude of styles, genres and media noise to grab 

attention. Indonesian contemporary art is not spared 

from this commotion.  It is almost a necessity to self-

impose a reprieve, step back, and get a better grasp 

of the current stream.

For the last eighteen months, the gallery pursued its 

quest, to be a conduit in the storytelling, by presenting 

its fi rst collection of Indonesian Art in Singapore – 

away from the maddening crowd.    

It is Artesan’s pride and pleasure to present  Muka: An 
Uninterrupted Countenance, introducing a collection 

of a subdued and quiet measure; of genuine forte 

and passion.

Yellow Series #4 - In The Likeness of Chris Martin

by Doni Kabo

oil, bitumen on canvas

150 x 100 cm

2009



A STRONG SURFACE by Vera Widjaya

Muka, otherwise known as face, is a person’s most 

visible physical property. While, instinctively defi ned 

as the fi rst step towards identifying someone, the 

various features found in a face are only a part of 

the equation to the human soul. The objective of the 

exhibition Muka: An Uninterrupted Countenance is to 

introduce the artist and penetrate the facial surface, 

the countenance, and dwell deeper into the psyche 

of the creators. This allows the artists’ to express their 

thoughts and feelings, while giving voices to their 

subjects.  

This exhibition features nine works by seven 

Indonesian artists. Differing in ages and experiences, 

each artist offers various interpretations to the theme 

Muka. Many of the works presented are done in a 

manner of portraits, which at fi rst glance, may appear 

to be a set of autobiographical collection. However, 

upon closer look, it is apparent the artists have 

interpreted the concept of portraits differently. As a 

whole, the synergies between their works refl ect a 

diverse representations and dynamic compositions. 

Through the works, viewers are able to observe a 

myriad of artistic styles that range from pop, realistic 

fi gurative, surrealism, symbolism and expressionist 

genre.

Babi

by Wahyu Santosa

bronze metal

54 x 32 x 40 cm 

2008



Wahyu Santosa’s sculpture Babi depicts a half 

man, half swine form, using the animal’s face as 

its head. The pig has often been used to describe 

a coarse or discourteous person, often in a brutal 

manner. At the same time, the pig is said to be 

quite an intelligent creature. The duality of form 

intimates a circus of references and questions 

the viewer:  which is the better half?  While Doni 
Kabo’s Yellow Series illustrates mainstream popular 

cultures, the artist could have intended the series to 

be a refl ection of his aspirations and experiences. 

Using an unconventional, and rough medium such 

as bitumen on canvas, the young artist from Java 

allows his experimental working method to express 

the dynamic yet coarse impact of western rock on 

the local psyche. Another artist who experiments 

with free style is Wisnu Auri. Characterized by his 

colorful doodles, Wisnu’s sharp lines contrast highly 

with the tinge of bright colors in the background. His 

semi-abstractions reveal a series of fi gures done in 

bold strokes. In the quest of fi nding his own style, 

the artist uses the naive form, hinting of anguish and 

pain combined with tender elements, which may 

instinctively lead him to a full artistic circle. 
Yellow Series #3 - In The Likeness of Chris Martin

by Doni Kabo

oil, bitumen on canvas

150 x 100 cm

2009



Sunday Never Sunday

by Wisnu Auri

spray paint, acrylic

160 x 140 cm

2009



Long Distance

by Wisnu Auri

spray paint, acrylic

160 x 140 cm

2009





Meanwhile, Darusmarchiano’s display of strong 

technique produces a piece of surrealist work. In 

Good Father, Darusmarchiano’s vivid imagination 

of the old man carrying the burden of the city and 

the symbol of fi nancial freedom achieves the dream 

like quality. If Darusmarchiano’s realistic fi gure is 

represented in a surreal manner, Awi Ibanezta’s 

woman in Nyanyi Damai focuses more on patterns 

and narrative interpretation. Overall, his educational 

background that emphasizes on western fi gures with 

Oriental motifs such as the Indonesian batik infl uence 

his idea of bringing the two different cultures as one, 

thus the word damai or peace. Similarly, other artists 

such as E. Gunawan and Thiam Sun Hansen voice 

out their concerns about how they view modern 

societies through many of their social commentary 

works. Gunawan’s Windy Hostel best depicts the 

decay of society through subtle uses of imageries 

and symbols. His clowns are best examples of 

metaphors of laughter behind unhappiness.

Good Father

by Darusmarchiano

acrylic on canvas

100 x 125cm

2008



Nyanyi Damai

by Awi Ibanezta

acrylic on canvas

150 x 170cm

2008



Windy Hostel

by E Gunawan

oil on canvas

112 x 202 cm

2008





Rich in experience and not the one to favor 

angry overtones, Hansen’s subjects comprised 

of simple everyday occurrences: children, 

people, animals and regular objects such as 

cans. He distinguishes himself by using complex 

applications of textures and colors. Hansen’s 

skillful executions often result in capturing emotion, 

mood and address the urgency of his messages 

accurately. At fi rst glance, Hansen’s works do 

not blatantly display the straightforward images 

common in many contemporary arts fi lled with 

political or social imageries. On the other hand, 

neither does he deliberately try to harbor any deep 

message for the sake of a forming a statement. 

However upon closer look, the artist’s superior 

techniques and concept of colors reveal several 

meanings and unanswered questions that evoke 

one’s consciousness. His sensitivity towards his 

surroundings and his ability to express them in an 

unobtrusive manner makes him a favorite among 

both Indonesian and western art lovers alike.

Although each of the exhibiting artists offer 

different stories in his works, together, they have 

succeeded in exemplifying their different faces 

through a collection of diverse representations. 

Through strong expressions, they have given 

Muka a strong surface and dimension that enable 

viewers to see beyond their immediate features, 

and hopefully,  past their physical exterior.

 

Vera Wijaya is free-lance art writer and collector of antique & 
contemporary batik.

Avatar in The Crowd

by Thiam Sun Hansen

acrylic on canvas

186 x 180 cm

2009



ARTISTS’ BIOGRAPHIES

Thiam Sun Hansen (born in 1960 in Taho, West Kalimantan, 

Borneo) At age 7, Hansen became an apprentice to painter 

Lim Ngok Chung, an experience crucial to his artistic 

development. He later took up mechanical design in Taipei, 

Taiwan and upon graduating in 1984, worked as designer 

and technical drawing specialist for an American yacht 

manufacturing company while also studying yacht design 

specialization at Westlawn School in Connecticut. All his 

experiences and encounters during his studies and travels 

helped him cultivate his personal style. Hansen has already 

been creating waves both in the local and international art 

scene. He has put up several exhibitions for his works such 

as “Global Warming”, Barcelona, Spain in 2008, “Immutable 

Objects”, Bandung and “Immutable Objects II”, Jakarta  in 

2007 and “East-West: Through Woman” in 2006. He has also 

joined group exhibitions, namely, “Reborn”, in Semarang 

and “Behind the Form”, in London in 2009.

Wahyu Santosa (born on 18 September 1972 in Ngawi 

Regency, East Java, Indonesia) Wahyu took up sculpture 

studies in the Institute of Fine Arts and as a student was 

active in various sculpture exhibits and projects. In 2003, 

Santosa’s gold and silver sculpture exhibit was launched 

together with a book by Dr. Oei Hong Djien at the Widayat 

Mungkid Museum in Magelang, coinciding with the 

museum’s anniversary. He did a series of bronze sculptures 

called “Bancak Doyok” in 2001 which was displayed at the 

Tunggal Exhibition of the Sculpture

Awi Ibanezta (born on 8 May 1981 in the regency of 

Wonosobo in Central Java, Indonesia) Awi, After fi nishing 

junior high school, went on to take his vocation as an artist. 

His works are known to be a combination of cultures as 

evidenced by the presence of a western icon overlaid by 

batik, an Indonesian cloth design. Ibanezta’s works have 

been showcased in various exhibitions, namely, “From Zero 

2 Hero” in Kampung Seni Lerep, Ungaran Semarang Jawa 

Tengah in 2008 and “Peace|Face To Face,” at the 7 Stars Art 

Space in Yogyakarta.

Darusmarchiano (born on 12 August 1977 in Wonosobo, 

Central Java, Indonesia) Darusmarchiano’s works have 

been featured in many different art exhibitions and museums 

in Indonesia since 1998. The most recent events that 

showcased his pieces were “Menilik Akar” at the Gallery 

Nasional in Jakarta and “Peace Face to Face” at Tujuh 

Bintang Art Space in Yogyakarta, both in 2009. 

Doni Kabo (born on 10 November 1979 in Banjarmasin, 

South Kalimantan, Indonesia) Doni Kabo got his education 

in the arts from various studios in Indonesia. Kabo has 

participated in solo exhibitions like “Attacked by Rats” 

stencil art show in Bandung and collective exhibitions like 

“My Dream, My Power, My Pain” in Jakarta, both in 2009. In 

his current works, the boy band series, he painted musicians 

using bitumen, also know as tar or asphalt.

Wisnu Auri (born on 8 December 1981 in the small province 

of Yogyakarta, Indonesia)  In Yogyakarta, Wisnu received 

artistic training from the Institute of Fine Arts. Auri’s works 

have been showcased in both solo and collective exhibitions 

all over Indonesia. Apart from this, he has conducted print 

workshops and published a series of four comic books 

entitled “Penholder”.

E. Gunawan (born in1968 in the island of Java, Indonesia) 

E Gunawan graduated from the Institute of Arts, Yogyakarta 

in 1995 and specializes in paintings that are converted from 

digital images using manipulation technique. His media 

of choice are either watercolor on paper or oil on canvas. 

Gunawan’s works have been shown in various exhibits in 

cities like Jakarta and Surabaya.
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