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I met Lyra some two years, when we arranged her residency at the 
LASALLE College of The Arts Tropical Lab workshop, along with fellow 
artist Janice Young.  I thoroughly enjoyed these young ladies’ company 
throughout their two week stay in Singapore. The vibes were good, 
and Lyra’s sense of humour was always particularly dry, witty with a 
hint of outrageous sarcasm. From then on, whenever I’m in Manila, 
we try to have a meal, coffee - a chance to sit and laugh and be silly.

Last year, Lyra spent more than six months in New York for another 
residency stint. When I met her again later in the year, I noticed a gleam 
of change in my friend. She seemed quieter, a wee bit more serious - 
perhaps I sensed a kind of maturity in her way.  

I think of this exhibition as a defining moment for Lyra, and I am 
confident that that gleam has turned into a twinkle, then into a thousand 
sparkles. Here, she has created a beautiful array of paintings layered 
with soft femininity, intertwined with marks of wistful serendipity; the 
passion is tender and innate.   Lyra’s exhibition Indelible, I believe  - is 
very much a brilliant spark from her experiences in the past year, and 
the enduring mark it has made on her - and on her art.  

 

Roberta Dans
Director
Artesan Gallery + Studio

Foreword



Inner Space
Oil on canvas 
152.8 x 122 cm. 
2011

Gossamer
Oil on canvas 

121.92 x 91.44 cm. 
2011



In this exhibition, Garcellano paints indelible memories, 
the spaces and figures in her imagery merging and 
dissociating at certain points.  There are fragments of 
the present, and remnants of the past.  The impact of an 
experience may not always be measurable – sometimes 
it is us who are inexorably changed; other times it is the 
spaces that we leave behind that never seem the same.





Deuce
Oil on canvas 
184 x 122 cm. (diptych)
2011



“ Some personal or collective experiences recent or 
long past are so vivid in our minds that they sometimes 

feel like they leave imprints on our skin. Like residual 
feelings, layers of memories mark our bodies with maps 

of what used to be.  Some are physically visible, like 
scars; some are phantom reminders of a sensation, an 

ache, like muscle memories. “

- Lyra Garcellano 



Idee Fixe
Oil on canvas 
152.8 x 122 cm. 
2011



Zugzwang
Oil on canvas, 
121.7 x 152.8 cm. 
2011
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About The Artist

Lyra Garcellano studied in Ateneo de Manila University, finishing a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in Interdisciplinary Studies in 1994. In 2000, Garcellano finished another 
course, this time a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of The Philippines.  
Later, Garcellano participated as an artist-in-residence for the Unesco-Aschberg 
Bursaries for Artists in Yogyakarta, Indonesia in 2002, and won one of the prestigious 
Cultural Center of the Philippines’ Thirteen Artists Awards in 2006.  In 2010, she 
was awarded a grant by the Asian Cultural Council to take part in artist-in-residency 
programs at Point B Worklodge and Location One --- both in New York City.  Aside from 
Manila, Lyra has also shown her works in Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia, 
Korea, Beijing, Italy and New York. Lyra will also be participating in the BMW Young 
Asian Artists residency program held at the Singapore Tyler Print Institute this year, 
2011.
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