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M A R T H A  A T I E N Z A

ENDLESS HOURS AT SEA



In staging Endless Hours at Sea, video and multi-media 
artist Martha Atienza presents us with a sensory and artistic 
narrative that emulates her oceanic expedition experience.

Endless Hours at Sea marks the culmination of Martha’s 
voyages on international cargo and container ships from 
2010 to 2013. In that time, she sailed from the United 
Kingdom to Northern Ireland, crossed the South China Sea 
from Singapore–Thailand and Malaysia, sailed to the port 
of Melbourne, Australia; travelled through the transatlantic; 
crossed from New Orleans, USA to Köplin, Sweden via 
Kaliningrad, Russia. 

Atienza, hailing from a family of professional sea-farers, 
felt the call of the ocean at a young age, having witnessed 
her father and relatives constantly leaving home to sail the 
world. Requests to accompany them as a child were met 
with laughter and an adult sought to quench her youthful 
curiosity about life on the high seas as experienced by the 
men in her family for generations.
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Through the ages, an oceanic journey was a 
necessary rite of passage for those who set forth 
for new beginnings in foreign lands. The oceanic 
passage is intricately weaved with humanity’s 
development, technologically, socially and culturally. 
With the ascent of air-travel, most cosmopolitans 
have never set foot on a ship or indeed given it much 
thought. Even today, it requires great mental strength 
to undertake the bleak isolation of being at sea for 
days on end coupled with the vigors of travelling the 
sea. The lulling motion of the waves is frequently 
jolted by the elements, which the vessels and men in 
turn are subject to. 



Creating and presenting installations along with 
her media art, Atienza explores the notions of 
identity, history and space. Employing multi-media 
resources, she surrounds her visitor in her 
embracing, multi-sensory experience. The sights, 
sounds, sensations and cloistered existence 
experienced by sea-travellers is re-created by 
Atienza within the gallery space to immerse the 
viewer / participant into a spatial / aural / visual 
reality to that on a ship allowing land-anchored 
viewers are invited to experience the rough-seas 
from the safe confines of a gallery.



The installation is an examination of the paradox of 
man’s existence with the fixed yet mutative quality 
of water, powerful and beguiling. “Atienza’s video 
installations are culled from her dual Filipino and 
Dutch heritage. The notion of ‘stranger’ emanates as a 
crevice between the operation of understanding and 
imagining. Her work is almost sociological in nature, 
examining her direct environment and its relationship 
with awareness.”

Born in the Philippines to a Dutch mother who 
worked for a Dutch shipping line, a Filipino father who 
was a sea captain, Martha grew up constantly travelling 
between the two countries. Based in Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands and Bantayan Island, the Philippines, 
she grew up partly on an island in the centre of the 
Philippines surrounded by water and watching men 
leave for sea. Her brothers and relatives also worked 
in the shipping industry and “my grandfather was a 
lighthouse watcher for twenty years – on an 
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island with no more than six coconut trees! ” Martha 
declares, “In a bid to connect to this history, I have 
found myself spending endless hours at sea.”

In 2006, Martha received her Bachelor in Fine Arts 
from the Academy of Visual Arts and Design in the 
Netherlands. She also participated at the art 
programme at the Kuvataideakatemia in Helsinki, 
Finland, in 2005. Previously she exhibited video art, 
often described as snapshots of reality, as part of 
installations at galleries. Her works have been 
exhibited internationally at various art spaces, galleries 
and video festivals. In 2009, she joined a residency in 
Green Papaya Project space in the Philippines. She 
recently was awarded the Ateneo Arts Award with 
studio Residency Grants in Liverpool Hope University, 
La Trobe University Visual Arts Centre, Bendigo, 
Australia, Art Omi International Artists Residency New 
York, USA, and Ateneo Art Gallery–Artesan Gallery + 
Studio Singapore Residency, Singapore.
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